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Overview of our poll survey 

 
• We conducted the poll survey in seven provinces (Istanbul, 
Şanlıurfa, Hatay, Gaziantep, Mersin, Adana, and Kilis) between 
October 29th and November 11th, 2017.  

• Our poll survey was implemented by an Infakto research 
workshop. Infakto are employed Arabic-speaking interviewers, 
having at least graduated from high school. 

• The poll survey method was face-to-face interviews.  
• The total number of the sampling unit was 812 individuals.  



Overview of our poll survey 
http://www.goc.gov.tr/icerik3/temporary-protection_915_1024_4748 



Overview of our poll survey 

Ranking	 Province	 Number of Syrians	 Number of sampling	
1	 Istanbul	 561,615	 190	
2	 Şanlıurfa	 475, 800	 160	
3	 Hatay	 443, 837	 159	
4	 Gaziantep	 383, 260	 152	
5	 Mersin	 208, 334	 60	
6	 Adana	 203, 575	 64	
7	 Bursa	 148, 178	 ----	
8	 İzmir	 137, 292	 ----	
9	 Kilis	 131, 074	 27	
10	 Konya	 107, 599	 ----	



Overview of our poll survey 
• Main aim of our poll survey is to clarify the motivations of movement  
  to other countries and return to Syria and conditions in Turkey. 
• Murat Erdoğan also carries out  
   poll survey to Syrians in Turkey. 
•   The total number of the sampling  
   unit was 863 individuals  
   (348 individuals in camps and 887  
   individuals outside camps). 
•  Erdoğan’s Survey stresses on the  
  conditions in Turkey. 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Suriyeliler-Barometresi- 
Suriyelilerle-Yasamin-Cercevesi/dp/6053995134 



Research Question 

• According to the Migrant Integration Policy Index (MIPEX) 2015,  
  Turkey is ranked as the worst country in terms of immigration  
  policy (38th out of 38 countries) . 
 
•   Especially, scores of access to labor market (38th), education  
   (37th), permanent residence (38th), political participation  
   (36th), and anti-discrimination (36th) are very low.  



MIPEX 2015 (Turkey) 
http://www.mipex.eu/turkey 

http://www.mipex.eu/turkey 

 
 
 
 



Research Question 

• On the other hand, answers of “To what extent do you place  
   importance on the following advantages for your hope of  
   stay or migration?(multiple answer)” in our survey, percentage  
   of education show high average. 
 
 

Factors	 Average of multiple answers	 Average of single answer	
Better security and peaceful situation	 41.5%	 8.9%	

Better education for your children	 41.0%	 5.7%	
Good income	 40.8%	 14.8%	
Living with your family	 38.4%	 6.9%	
Living cost	 36.3%	 3.3%	



Research Question 

• Thinking about education, gender is the important factor. 
• Generally speaking, in the Middle East, education level for 

women is relatively low compare to men. 
  →Do we have to separate between men and women for  
     analyzing? 



Research Question 

• Although MIPEX ranks are very low, why Syrian refugees in 
Turkey put importance on education to children and access 
to labor market? 

•  In addition, Syrian refugees who came to Turkey before the 
summer of 2015 had the chance to go to EU countries. 

• Turkey’s integration policies are still a work in progress. The 
status of Syrian refugees in Turkey is temporary protection.  



Incentive of education 

• The Turkish education system generally uses Turkish as the 
official language, while the mother tongue of most of Syrian 
refugees is Arabic. 

• According to our poll survey, the proportion of Syrian refugees 
who can speak Turkish is 39.9%.  

• Since September 2014, Syrian children who have had the right 
to temporary protection in Turkey can legally access the Turkish 
educational system. 

• Yet, according to several surveys, almost 62% of school-aged 
Syrians have not been to school in Turkey. 



Incentive of education 

• Which Syrians answered that Turkish educational systems were 
suitable for them?  

 
D12. Your Education? 

 Persons % 
1. Illiteracy 139 17.1 
2. Lower 112 13.8 
3. Elementary 188 23.2 
4. Preparatory 123 15.1 
5. Secondary 123 15.1 
6. Intermediate 57 7.0 
7. University 55 6.8 
8. Graduate School 10 1.2 
99. DK, NA 5 0.6 

Total 812 100.0 
 



Incentive of education 

•  the rates of illiteracy and graduation from elementary school are 
high (20.7% and 20.1%, respectively). 

•  the rates of graduation from intermediate school and university 
are low (0.9% and 0.7%, respectively). 

 
➡According to our research, Syrians who did not experience  
   higher education expect higher education for their children  
   in Turkey/ Syrians who experienced higher education do  
   not expect higher education for their children in Turkey.  



Incentive of education 

• According to our survey, the ratio of men to women who put 
importance on education is 60% to 40%. 

•  In women, the highest categories of education are illiteracy and 
elementary school. 

•  In men, the highest categories of education are illiteracy, 
elementary school, and  secondary school. 



Incentive of education (women) 
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Incentive of education (men) 
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Conclusion 

• For Syrians, Turkey is a safe place. 
• Yet, our poll survey clarifies that the huge gap between the 

expectation of Syrians refugees to Turkey and reality of 
their situation in Turkey. 

• We have to ask “what is good education”. 
• For incentive of education, more than 60% of women are under 

elementary school education.   



Thank you for attending!! 

• This paper is a part of the research results of Grant-in-Aid for 
Scientific Research (B) (16H03307) [Principal Investigator: 
Takaoka Yutaka] and Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research (B) 
(17H04504) [Principal Investigator: Aiko Nishikida].  

• You can get details of our poll survey from website of 
Contemporary Middle East Political Studies in Japan.net (CMEPS-
J.net) 

  https://cmeps-j.net/poll_surveys 


